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Message from the President  
 
 

Hello Everyone, 
 
 

While I am sad to say farewell to 2009, I 
am very excited about what 2010 will be 
for AACWP. But before we focus on the 
coming year and all of its promise, I would 
like to revisit two memorable events that 
closed 2009 in stunning AACWP style. 
 

The third-annual AACWP Fashion Show 
was held in September at the classic Hotel 
InterContinental Dallas. Stanley Korshak 

Bridal Salonõs exquisite showing of the newest Badgley Mischka bridal 
collection combined with InterContinentalõs exceptional hospitality 
reminded us of so many elements we love about the Dallas wedding 
industry. The event was a spectacular occasion and great success. 
Thank you to our many other wonderful contributing vendors. 
  

 Likewise, our annual Holiday Party was a fun and fabulous 
celebration the likes of which Dallas has never seen in the wintertime! 
The Hampton-inspired upscale tea party was a chic picnic affair, com-
plete with faux grass and beautiful people dressed in their posh picnic 
finery at the always regal Warwick Melrose Hotel. The event was 
perfection down to the smallest detail, and the overall atmosphere 
was superb ð a true example of our organizationõs commitment to 
excellence! Turn to page 2 for more details and pictures.  
  

 As not only the president, but a member of AACWP, I am 
very pleased with the positive growth that this premier organization 
has maintained over the past year. Hereõs to an extraordinary New 
Year delivering a new decade filled with potential!   
 
Regards, 
 

Shari Johns 
President, AACWP 

Upcoming Meetings  
 

Mark your calendars for our fantastic schedule of     
meetings planned for 2010!  Dates and topics are listed 
below.  Topics are subject to change. All meetings start 
at 6:30 pm.   
 

February 16      My Favorite Vendor 

March 16 *      The Art of the First Impression 

April 20                Destination Weddings 

May 18̂                 Annual Fashion Show 

June through August  -  Summer Off! 

September 21      All About  Ceremonies      

October 19      Vendor Panel   

November 16       Money, Money, Money   

*March meeting is a luncheon and will start at 11:30 
am. 
^The Annual Fashion Show has moved to May instead 
of September.  
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Save the date  

February 15 ð18  

AACWP Certification Training Course  
 
 

AACWP offers an interactive four-day training course 
for those interested in building a career in the wedding 
planning industry. You will benefit from an excellent 
curriculum and a mentor experience, and as a member 
of AACWP, continuing education and fellowship with 
other professional planners. The course can also be 
taken as a refresher to those already certified and look-
ing for continuing education. 
 

As of January 2010, in order to better distinguish the 
designation, "Certified Wedding Planner" (CWP) can-
didates must be able to demonstrate that they have a 
personal contract with a client and that they have gone 
on vendor visits. New and updated requirements will 
be outlined in the February course.   
 

Visit www.aacwp.org/certification to register! 
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Meetings in ReviewMeetings in Review   

The AACWP Holiday 
Party was held December 
15 at the Warwick Mel-
rose Hotel. This year, 
AACWP put a spin on 
the traditional holiday 
party and created a chic 

Hamptons Style Tea Partay! Guests were asked to ditch 
the traditional holiday garb and don their best Picnic Chic 
attire. Arnold Palmers served as the specialty cocktails 
while guests mingled 
with family, friends and 
wedding professionals. 
Details abounded, carry-
ing the theme throughout 
the entire event. In the 
foyer, cocktail tables 
were dressed with pale 
pink linens and topped with unique tennis racquets, cro-
quet mallets and moss balls. Escort Cards for the seated 

dinner nestled on a bed 
of finely cut wheatgrass. 
Garden Gate Floral De-
sign and Absolute Light-
ing continued the soft 
color palate into the ball-
room, which was washed 
in pink. The Hamptons-

inspired tables were adorned with lush flower arrange-
ments of tulips, calla lilies, baby roses, amaryllis, orchids 
and peonies. The color-
ful, argyle-wrapped vases 
were such a fun way to 
add that distinctive New 
England style detail to 
each table. Of course, no 
party is complete with-

out great entertainment, and the 
band Top ð dressing the part in pic-
nic chic ð kept guests dancing the 
night away.  boothBOOTH pro-
vided the perfect place to escape 

and capture a keepsake 
of the evening, while  f8 
Studio was on hand to shoot all the details of the evening. 
 

AACWP would like to thank all the vendors for their sup-
port in creating this fabulous Holiday Partay: 
 

Absolute Lighting         
Absolute Entertainment 

boothBOOTH 
Carta Creations 

Ducky Bobõs Event Specialists 
Garden Gate Floral Design 

f8 Studio 
Hakim Sons Films 

Shayne Green - Soloist (cocktail entertainment) 
The Left Handed Calligrapher 

The Band ð TOP 
Warwick Melrose Hotel 

 

Thank you to the Holi-
day Party Committee 
for all their hard work 
on a very successful 
event! From left: Brenna 
Wurtz, Julian Leaver, 
Crystal Frasier and  
Angela Bates. 


