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Message from the President  
 

Dear Friends, 
 

I imagine you can all relate when I say I'm 
grateful to have winter's snow behind us 
and ready to embrace all the sunshine that 
spring brings! With warmer weather, 
we're also nearing the brink of undoubt-
edly one our busiest times of year as wed-
ding planners! I encourage each of you to 
take a quick moment amidst the craziness 
to remember why we got into the business 
in the first place: our passion for planning 

unforgettable events, the joy that comes from sharing our inspiring 
creativity, and of course our love of weddings. 
 

We have another springtime treat this year ð we have moved our an-
nual fashion show to May! Our fabulous show will be presented by 
Priscilla of Boston and hosted by Wolfgang Puck Catering at Union 
Station. It will be an amazing night of incredible fashion, food and fun 
ð a do-not-miss event, so mark your calendar now!  
 

We will take the summer off from meetings but will jump back into 
action when AACWP hosts our next training course August 2-5 at 
the Hilton Garden Inn Dallas/Richardson. As a premier organization 
for seasoned and aspiring wedding planners alike, we are always on 
the lookout for new talent to join our ranks. Be sure to mention our 
earlier-than-usual course dates to any college students you know in-
terested in pursuing a career in wedding planning. This August class 
will be held before most universities are back in session and is a great 
opportunity for students to get their wedding planning  
education going. 
 

As always, I am grateful to lead such a wonderful organization and am 
thrilled at all we have to look forward to over the next few months. 
In closing, I will leave you with the words of a very wise man, Robin 
Williams, who once said, òSpring is nature's way of saying, Let's party!" 
Let's take his advice and enjoy all that this exciting time of year 
brings.  
 

Best to you, 
 
Shari Johns 

Upcoming Meetings  
 

Mark your calendars for the remaining schedule of     
meetings planned for 2010!  Dates and topics are listed 
below.  Topics are subject to change. All meetings start 
at 6:30 p.m.   
 

May 18                   4th Annual Fashion Show 

June - August      Summer Off! 

September 14*    Half Day Education   

September 21      All About Ceremonies   

October 19      Vendor Panel   

November 16       Money, Money, Money   

 

*Half Day Education is for members seeking 

further education and those needing to fulfill 

AACWP annual education requirements.  
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Save the date  

4th Annual AACWP Fashion Show  
 
 
 

Please join us for the 4th Annual AACWP Fashion 
Show on Tuesday, May 18, at 6:30 p.m. at the historic 
Union Station in Downtown Dallas! 
 

The Fashion Show will highlight the latest fashion 
trends in bridals gowns.  This year, Priscilla of Boston 
will showcase their beautiful gowns while we enjoy an 
amazing meal by the incomparable Wolfgang Puck  
Catering. 
 

Deadline to register is May 13. Visit www.aacwp.org  
for more information.  
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AACWP is on Facebook 

Become a fan today! 
 www.facebook.com/aacwp 
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Meetings in ReviewMeetings in Review   

On February 16, AACWP hosted the 
fourth annual My Favorite Vendors 
Awards Ceremony at the Hilton  
Anatole Dallas. AACWP members 
voted and with more than 200 nomi-
nations in 16 categories such as floral, 
lighting, linens, make-up and more, it 
was sure to be an exciting evening for 
all. With the awards ceremony falling 
on Fat Tuesday, why not celebrate 

Mardi Gras Style! During 
cocktail hour, guests were 
treated to Hurricane drinks 
and Louisiana inspired hors 
dõoeuvres. As guests moved 
into the ballroom for the din-
ner, they were treated to a 
beautiful lighting design 

around the room in purples, greens 
and golds by Switch Event Lighting 
Design. Tables were decorated with 
floral and décor to match the style of 
our theme from our four floral nomi-
nees:             Fete des Fleurs 

Garden Gate Floral Design 
Sahana Creative Floral Design 

The Wildflower 
Guests dined on menu fit for a south-

ern celebration while AACWP presented our awards. 
AACWP and A Very Special Day worked together creat-
ing a showcase slideshow high-
lighting pictures from each 
nominee. It was a great way to 
celebrate all of the nominees. 
This was truly an amazing 
night.  See you next February 
for our next awards show! 

 

Congratulations to the Winners! 
 

Bakery: Fancy Cakes by Lauren 
Bridal Salon: Stardust Celebrations 
Catering:  Culinary Art Catering 
Ceremony Site: Perkins Chapel 

Entertainment/Band: Emerald City 
Entertainment/DJ:  Randal Stout 
Floral Design:  The Wildflower 

Lighting Company:  Absolute Lighting 
Linen Rental: BBJ Linen 

Make-up Artistry: Elan Studios 
Officiant:  Marty Younkin 
Photography: F8 Studio 

Reception Site: The Adolphus Hotel 
Rental Company:  Ducky-Bob's Event Specialists 

Transportation:  Blue Diamond 
Videography: Soul Box Productions  

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Thank you to all of the vendors for their help in  

making this such a successful evening:  
Hilton Anatole 

Printing with Pizazz 
A Very Special Day  

Switch Event Lighting Design 
Mist Photography  

Garden Gate Floral Design 
Fete Des Fleur 

Sahana Creative Floral Design 
The Wildflower 

Ducky-Bob's Event Specialists 
M & M Special Events  
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Hot topicHot topic   

Q. Q. As wedding and event planners, we have the pleas-

ure of working with many wonderful vendors who help 
us plan incredible events for our clients. As our businesses 
continue to grow, we lean on each other and especially 
our vendors to work together as a team. How do 
you  become a great teammate and maintain a relationship 
with your vendors?   

A. A. Building relationships with vendors is key to your 

success.  As we develop our business and our brand, we 
must keep in mind that our colleagues in this industry are 
a huge part of our development and growth. Within your 
own business, you are part of a team with business part-
ners and/or associates. To broaden and strengthen your 
team, its important to add those vendors that bring out 
the best in you.               

 

But there is more to just adding them to a list, you have 
to develop and work on the relationship. Bringing pro-
spective clients to meet with your team of vendors is a 
great way to build upon your relationship. It can make for 
an exciting, creative and effective meeting for all. Giving 
our clients our best at each meeting and showing the pro-

fessional relationship you have with each vendor creates a 
mutual respect among your teammates and your clients. 
 

Be careful not to take advantage of your vendor 
òteammateó. While some misconceptions are out there 
about what wedding planners can provide for our clients, 
keep in mind that our vendors work just as hard and tak-
ing advantage of them can only tarnish the relationship. 
We are grateful to our vendors for what they provide for 
us: their time, creative designs, outstanding customer 
service and an overall amazing experience for our clients.   
  

Even if itõs òa little something extraó, as planners we al-
ways notice those surprise special touches that made each  
experience and event that much  
better! 
 
 

This monthõs Hot Topic is presented 
by Sarah Pittman, CWP, Lagniappe 
Weddings.  
 

For suggestions on Hot Topics, 
please email us at info@aacwp.org. 

 

2010 February Training Course  
 

 

Our Training Course held in February was a huge success!  
With four days of intense education, the students were filled 
with information and are excited to get started in their plan-
ning careers or use their new skills in their current positions.  
See what some of our students had to say: 
 
 

(The class was) well worth the time and money. I canõt imagine attempt-

ing to be a wedding professional without it first.  -Ruby Neighbors 
 

Yes, (the course) very much (met my expectations). (It was) organized very 

well, lots of details without being overwhelming. It was a great review of 

what I already knew as well as expanded upon certain areas.  -Hannah 

Kohler 
 

The instructors were wonderful in, not only explaining the material, but 

in giving specific examples on the course material. I also liked the fact 

that we had several different instructors and were able to get different 

perspectives on the industry.   -Paige Pisarra 
 

Seated (l-r):  Paige Pisarra, Evie Cozart and Ashlee Voda 
Standing (l-r):  Hannah Kohler, Suma Sreedharan, Emily Sum-
mers and Ruby Neighbors 


